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Falcons  advance  to  Championship  Game 


After  beating 

Skidmore  7-4y 

FSC  hockey 

travels  to 

UMass 

Dartmouth  at 

7:30  tonight 

by  Dave  Marsh 

Sports  Information  Director 

In  a  shootout  at  the 
Wallace  Civic  Center,  Fitchburg 
State  flew  by  Skidmore,  7-4,  in 
the  ECAC  North/Central/South 
semifinals  last  Saturday  night. 

After  dueling  to  a  3-3 
draw  after  one  period,  the  Fal- 
cons used  their  superior  depth  to 
dominate  the  second  period 
enroute  to  the  victory.  They  will 
travel  to  UMass-Dartmouth  on 
Wednesday  night  at  7:30  p.m.  in 
hopes  of  winning  their  second 
straight  ECAC  N/C/S  title. 

FSC,  the  second  seed 


in  the  playoffs,  is  now  22-5  on 
the  year,  while  top  seeded 
UMass-Dartmouth  is  22-3. 

Junior  Steve  Baldassare 
was  again  the  big  gun  for  the 
Falcons,  scoring  twice  and  set- 
ting up  two  other  FSC  scores. 
He  set  the  stage  for  a  wild  first 
period  by  taking  a  Dan 
Genatossio  feed  and  beating 
Skidmore's  Rob  Cerabona  just 
41  seconds  into  the  game. 

The  two  teams  traded 
goals  for  the  rest  of  the  period, 
with  Mark  Pillsbury  and 
Genatossio  scoring  for  FSC, 
with  assists  from  DJ.  Conte  and 
Baldassare. 

It  was  in  the  second 
twenty  minutes  that  FSC  flexed 
its  muscles,  peppering  Cerabona 
with  shots,  then  his  back-up  for 
18  shots.  Matt  Park  scored  a 
power  play  goal  at  7:30  on  a  nice 
setup  from  Baldassare,  then 
Baldassare  scored  again  from 
Genatossio  just  two  minutes 
later. 

Fitchburg  made  it  6-3 
at  14:46  when  freshman  Damon 
Moore  scored  his  second  goal  of 
the  year  after  taking  a  pass  from 
Steve  Lyden. 


Bill  Mastrangelo  (23)  goes  after  the 

The  Thoroughbreds 
tried  to  come  back  in  the  third 
when  Chris  MacPherson,  (son  of 
FSC  assistant  coach  Malcolm 
MacPherson),  took  advantage  of 
two  Falcons  in  the  penalty  box. 
His  goal  came  just  one  minute 
into  the  third. 

Moore,  the  unlikely 
hero,  put  the  nail  in  Skidmore's 
coffin  when  he  beat  Berube  for 
his  second  goal  of  the  game.  Joe 


puck  while  John  Cherubini  waits 

Turner  and  Mick  McCarthy  set 
up  Moore's  goal,  which  sent  the 
Civic  Center  crowd  into  a  frenzy. 
Aaron  Abitz  started 
slowly,  but  came  up  huge  in  the 
second  and  third  periods,  post- 
ing 39  saves  for  the  game.  His 
biggest  came  midway  through 
the  second  period  when  he 
stopped  Skidmore's  top  scorer, 
Joe     Doldo,     on     a    clean 


photo  by  Norman  Miller 

breakaway. 

Baldassare  now  has  62 
points  on  the  year,  becoming 
only  the  sixth  player  in  FSC  his- 
tory to  tally  60  or  more  in  a  sea- 
son. With  59,  Genatossio  has  a 
chance  to  become  number  seven 
when  FSC  laces  their  skates  up 
for  the  Championship  game. 

continued  on  page  12 


Faculty  without  contract  to  rally  in  April 

Insufficient  funds  could  lead  to  loss  of  five  faculty 


Dr.  John  Burke,  Prof.  Lucy  Dechene,  and  Prof.  John  McKeon  Jr. 

the  students,"  said  John  Burke, 


by  Marshal  DeLisle 
Strobe  staff 

On  Friday,  February 
17,  Fitchburg  Faculty  Crisis 
Committee  members  seized 
President  Mara's  office.  Soon 
they  may  be  taking  more  signifi- 
cant measures  to  call  attention 
to  their  contract  issue. 

Could  these  measures 
include  the  rumored  withholding 
of  students'  grades? 

"We  don't  want  to  hurt 


President  of  the  FSC  chapter  of 
the  Massachusetts  State  College 
Association  (M.S.C.A).  "There 
has  been  talk  of  a  rally  at  the 
statehouse  in  April.  We  would 
like  the  students  to  be  there." 

The  rally  will  include 
students  from  across  the  state 
standing  up  for  lower  tuition  and 
fees,  as  well  as  faculty  members 
demanding  a  contract,  he  said. 

Chairman  of  the  Fac- 
ulty Crisis  Committee,  Prof. 


McKeon  is  an- 
ticipating a  joint 
executive  meet- 
ing with  faculty 
and  the  SGA  of- 
fice during  the 
upcoming  weeks 
to  discuss  student 
involvement. 

FSC  is  in  dan- 
ger of  losing  four 
to  five  professors 
next  year  due  to 
insufficient 
funds.  The  pro- 
fessors slated  to 
be  laid  off  are 
those  on  proba- 
tionary status, 
meaning  they 
have  been  here 
for  less  than  five 
years,  said  Burke. 

Fewer  professors  could 
result  in  fewer  courses  and  it 
may  take  students  longer  to  com- 
plete degree  requirements. 

According  to  the  Na- 
tional Education  Association 
1994  Almanac  of  Higher  Edu- 
cation, the  Study  Group  on  the 
Conditions  of  Excellence  in 
America  launched  a  movement 
in  1994  calling  for  higher  qual- 
ity undergraduate  education. 

Yet,  Gov.  Weld  re- 


cently proposed  a  $10  million 
cut  to  the  State  education  bud- 
get. Earlier  this  year,  he  also 
rejected  the  University  of  Mas- 
sachusetts contract  proposal. 

Massachusetts  state 
college  faculty  and  librarians 
have  been  working  for  more  than 
620  days  without  resolution  of 
their  contract.  They  recieved  a 
legislative  pay  raise  in  1992. 
Their  last  negotiated  pay  raise 
was  in  June  1988,  said  Burke. 

"There  has  been  word 
that  the  Higher  Education  Coor- 
dinating Committee  (HECC) 
may  be  ready  to  authorize  a  sal- 
ary offer,  but  it  is  not  near  what 
was  originally  agreed  upon,"  he 
said. 

M.S.C.A.  has  been 


pushing  for  a  18  percent  increase 
over  three  years;  HECC's  offer 
may  be  as  low  as  10  percent,  he 
said. 

Additional  measures 
include  Work  to  Rule.  This 
would  mean  that  faculty  will 
only  do  what  their  present  con- 
tract requires.  Students  will  feel 
the  impact  of  this  because  fac- 
ulty will  not  participate  with  the 
extra-curricular  groups  they  ad- 
vise. 

"We  would  like  to  see 
some  action  at  the  upcoming 
bargaining  sessions  so  we  don't 
have  to  resort  to  more  significant 
measures,"  said  Burke. 

These  sessions  are 
scheduled  for  March  10,  17,  24 
and  31. 


Falcon  Spotlight:McGinnand 
Robidoux.  Story  on  pg.  11. 
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Bipartisan  health  reform 
to  include  young  workers 


CPS 

The  Clinton  Adminis- 
tration will  make  another  at- 
tempt at  health  reform  that  will 
include  insurance  designed  spe- 
cifically for  young  adults,  said 
Donna  Shalala,  Secretary  of 
Health  and  Human  Services,  in 
a  recent  interview. 

"We  need  to  get  young 
adults  the  coverage  they  need," 
Shalala  said,  describing  a  low- 
cost,  high-deductible  plan  for 
healthy  workers. 

"Health  reform  is  very 
much  a  young  adults'  issue,"  she 
said.  "Given  a  choice,  most 
young  people  will  take  salary 
over  benefits." 

According  to  The  Ur- 
ban Institute,  more  than  one  in 
four  men  and  women  between 
the  ages  of  18  and  24  do  not  have 
health  insurance. 

Most  health  insurance 
is  too  expensive  for  workers  just 
out  of  college,  who  consider 
themselves  healthy  enough  to  go 
without  insurance,  but  then  may 
be  faced  with  a  catastrophic  ill- 
ness or  accident,  Shalala  said. 

Despite  the  death  of 
health  reform  in  Congress  last 

year,  and  a  new  Republican  ma- 
jority this  year,  Shalala  was  op- 


timistic about  reform. 

"I  think  we  will  write  a 
bipartisan  bill  to  deal  with  issues 
like  portability  and  low-income 
workers,"  she  said.  "What  we 
won't  do  is  have  it  be  on  the 
backs  of  the  elderly  and  poor. 
We  want  real  cost-containment." 

Over  the  past  20  years, 
total  health  spending  in  the  U.S. 
jumped  an  astronomical  817  per- 
cent. Last  year,  nearly  one  out 
of  every  six  dollars  in  the  fed- 
eral budget  went  to  health  care. 
That  left  fewer  dollars  for  edu- 
cation (one  out  of  50  dollars)  and 
other  needs,  say  economists. 

Yet,  despite  her  con- 
cern for  young  adults,  Shalala 
ruled  out  any  changes  or  reform 
to  the  Social  Security  system, 
which  will  break  away  from  her 
department  to  become  an  inde- 
pendent agency  next  month. 

"We  shouldn't  touch 
our  compact  with  the  American 
people,  and  Social  Security  is  the 
firmest  part  of  that  compact," 
she  said. 

"It's  a  social  insurance 
program,  not  a  social  service," 
she  said. 

Shalala  also  criticized 
Republican  efforts  at  welfare 

reform. 

"What  Republicans  are 


doing  is  not  welfare  reform," 
she  said.  "The  Republican  wel- 
fare reform  has  lower  work  re- 
quirements than  Reagan's  wel- 
fare bill  had  in  1988.  Welfare 
reform  is  when  you  move 
people  from  welfare  to  work. 
They're  just  interested  in  throw- 
ing people  off." 

A  former  university 
administrator,  Shalala  said  that 
working  in  government  is  easier 
than  running  a  university. 

"You're  not  in  control 
when  you  run  a  university,"  she 
said.  "The  students  think  they 
run  the  place.  The  faculty  think 
they  run  the  place.  The  alumni 
think  they  run  the  place.  Ac- 
countability is  clearer  in  govern- 
ment. The  lines  of  responsibil- 
ity are  clearer." 

Shalala  made  her  re- 
marks while  in  Houston  for  a 
conference  hosted  by  the  Uni- 
versity of  Houston  Health  Law 
and  Policy  Institute,  which  re- 
leased a  study  on  "Nonfinancial 
Barriers  to  Health  Care."  She 
praised  the  study,  citing  prob- 
lems in  America's  present 
health  care  system. 

"We  have  to  do  right 
and  risk  the  consequences,"  she 
said. 
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The  student  body  will  get  a 
March  9. 

Health  Services  wiH  be  hosting  its  anneal  Healthy 
Choices  Health  Fair  oja  Marcb  9  in  G-lobby  of  the 
Hammond  Building. 

"We  want  to  let  the  students  know  what  Is  avail- 
able to  them  on  and  off  campus  to  help  witb  a  variety  of 
health  needs,"  said  Lit  Ahlin,  graduate  assistant  at  Health 
Services  and  coordinator  of  the  fair. 

Health  Services  has  invited  several  groups  to  at* 
tend.  Pro-Health  of  Fitchburg  have  representatives  dis- 
cussing mate  and  female  reproductive  health. 

Health  Watch  of  Medford  wffi  test  students'  cho- 
lesterol levels  for  free. 

Vince  and  Larry,  the  Crash  Test  Dummies  will  be 
standing  around  for  photos. 

A  local  massage  therapistwHl  be  giving  mini-mas- 
sages for  a  small  donation. 

Other  topics  to  be  addressed  include  sensible 


more. 


Everyone  who  fills  out  a  Health  Services  Evalua- 
tion wfli  receive  free  raffle  tickets  for  gift  certificate  prizes 
to  Searstown,  Siattery's  and  other  local  hot  spots. 


SOARing  to  new  heights 


by  Kate  Schuren 
Contributing  writer 

SOAR  (Students  Orga- 
nized Against  Racism)  is  flying 
to  new  heights  in  becoming  a 
recognized  student  organization 
at  FSC. 

According  to  Students 
Organized  Against  Racism  in 
New  England  Higher  Education, 
Inc.  (SOAR)  literature,  SOAR 
works  to  "further  the  under- 
standing and  appreciation  of  the 
multi-diversity  of  cultures,  com- 
munities and  individuals." 

On  March  6,  SOAR 
representative  Wendy  Pena  met 
with  the  Student  Organization 
Committee  (SOC)  to  submit  the 
group's  purpose  and  constitu- 
tion. 

SOAR's  faculty  advi- 
sor is  Rev.  Alvin  Riley,  who  is 
also  the  Director  of  the  Access 
Office.  FSCs  SOAR  group  cur- 
rently has  25  student  members. 
They  met  for  the  first  time  in 
January  while  attending  the 
SOAR  Conference,  "Seeking 
Common  Ground,"  at  North- 
eastern University.  FSCs  group 
was  the  largest  group  of  students 
that  attended. 

According  to  SOAR 
history  literature,  the  group  first 
gathered  in  1981,  "In  response 
to  the  outpouring  of  racial  ani- 
mosity on  college  campuses 
across  the  country." 


FSC  is  the  only  found- 
ing state  school.  Other  members 
include  Amherst  College, 
Bowdoin  College,  Brown  Uni- 
versity, Dartmouth  College, 
Lesley  College,  Northeastern 
University,  Smith  College,  Wil- 
liams College  and  Yale  Univer- 
sity. SOAR  was  organized,  "to 
exchange  information  and  to 
develop  a  resource/support  net- 
work to  combat  racism  in  higher 
education." 

Wendy  Pena,  a  SOAR 
representative  and  member  since 
1991  said,  "the  group  should  be 
recognized  because  we  don't 
have  an  organization  on  this 
campus  that  everyone  gets  in- 
volved in.  It's  not  only  for  black. 
It's  not  only  for  white.  It's  for 
everyone  together." 

President  Mara  sup- 
ports the  group  but  at  this  time 
they  are  not  recognized  by  SGA. 
They  are  currently  attempting  to 
create  an  executive  board. 

SOAR's  annual  Spring 
Conference  will  be  held  at 
Johnson  and  Wales  University 
on  April  21-22.  The  conference 
is  titled  'Traveling  the  Road  of 
Change.  Service,  Learning  a 
Means  of  Building  Commu- 
nity." All  are  welcome  to  attend. 
At  the  conferences,  members 
network  and  discuss  questions 
concerning  race,  culture  and  di- 
versity. 
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For  fast  relief  from  the  nagging  ache  of  taxes, 
we  recommend  TIAA-CREF  SRAs.  SRAs  are 
tax-deferred  annuities  designed  to  help  build 
additional  assets  —  money  that  can  help  make  the 
difference  between  living  and  living  well  after  your 
working  years  are  over. 

Contributions  to  your  SRAs  are  deducted  from 
your  salary  on  a  pre-tax  basis.  That  lowers  your 
current  taxable  income,  so  you  start  saving  on  taxes 
right  away.  What's  more,  any  earnings  on  your 
SRAs  are  also  tax-deferred  until  you  receive  them 
as  income.  That  can  make  a  big  difference  in  how 
painful  your  tax  bill  is  every  year. 


As  the  nation's  largest  retirement  system,  we 
offer  a  wide  range  of  allocation  choices  —  from 
TIAA's  traditional  annuity,  with  its  guarantees  of 
principal  and  interest,  to  the  seven  diversified 
investment  accounts  of  CREF's  variable  annuity. 
What's  more,  our  expenses  are  very  low,*  which 
means  more  of  your  money  goes  toward  improving 
your  future  financial  health. 

To  find  out  more,  call  our  planning  specialists  at 
1  800  842-2888.  We'll  send  you  a  complete  SRA 
information  kit,  plus  a  free  slide-calculator  that 
shows  you  how  much  SRAs  can  lower  your  taxes. 

Call  today  —  it  couldn't  hurt. 


Ensuring  the  future 
for  those  who  shape  it.SM 

'Standard  cV  Paar'.i  huuranu  Rating  Analyju,  1994;  Lipper  Analytical  Services,  Inc.,  Lipper-Dimtarj'  Analytical  Data,  1994  (Quarterly).  CREF 

certificates  are  distributed  by  TIAA-CREF  Individual  and  Institutional  Services,  Inc.  For  more  complete  information,  including  charges  and  expenses, 

call  I  800-842-2733,  ext.  5509  for  a  CREF  prospectus.  Read  the  prospectus  carefully  before  you  invest  or  send  money. 
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Raspberry  to  speak  on  March  28th 


Press  release 

The  Visiting  Artists 
and  Lecturers  Series  continues 
this  month  with  William  Rasp- 
berry, world  renowned  Washing- 
ton journalist  on  March  28  at 
2:30  p.m.  in  Ellis  White  Lecture 
Hall. 

In  the  introduction  to 
his  book  "Looking  Backward  at 
Us,"  William  Raspberry  said, 
"The  things  that  unite  us  in  our 
humanity  are  both  more  numer- 
ous and  more  important  than  the 
things  that  divide  us  by  race  and 
ethnicity.  That  is  why  I  try  to 
write  about  matters  of  race  in 
terms  that  can  have  meaning  for 
those  who  have  not  directly  ex- 
perienced race-based  depriva- 
tion." 

William  Raspberry 
was  a  pre-ministerial  student, 
working  his  way  through  college 
and  desperate  for  a  summer  job, 
when  he  first  walked  into  the 
Indianapolis  Recorder.  He  asked 
to  fill  an  opening  for  a  sports- 
writer  that  a  friend  told  him  had 
just  become  available.  He  lasted 
one  week  on  the  sports  desk,  but 
fell  in  love  with  newspapering. 
He  stayed  four  years  at  the  Re- 
corder where  he  decided  to  be  a 
reporter. 

Military  service  inter- 
vened in  1960.  Drafted  into  the 
U.S.  Army,  Raspberry  was  sent 
as  a  public  information  special- 
ist to  Cameron  Station,  VA, 
across  the  Potomac  from  Wash- 
ington, D.C.  Two  years  later, 
looking  for  a  chance  to  be  "dis- 
covered" by  The  Washington 
Post,  he  hired  on  as  a  teletype 
operator  for  the  newly  formed 
Los  Angeles  Times/Washington 
Post  News  Service. 

Raspberry  knew  as 
little  about  teletyping  as  he  had 
known  about  sports  a  few  years 
earlier,  but  the  plan  worked.  A 
few  months  after  joining  the 
news  wire  staff,  an  editor  gave 
him  the  good  news,  "Next  week, 
you  start  writing  obituaries." 
Other  assignments  followed: 
police  and  court  reporting,  gen- 
eral assignments,  copy  editor, 
assistant  city  editor. 

As  general  assign- 
ments reporter  during  1963- 
1964,  and  wishing  to  establish 
his  own  beat,  Raspberry  began 
to  observe  local  chapters  of 
civil-rights  organizations, 
CORE  and  N AACP,  and  to  iden- 
tify community  leaders.  These 
groups  were  picketing  and  cam- 
paigning throughout  the  city  for 
desegregation  of  public  facili- 
ties, and  on  his  days  off  and  in 
the  evenings  Raspberry  attended 
their  meetings.  Soon,  he  had  a 
network  of  sources  and  the  city 


William  Raspberry 

desk  was  relying  on  him  for 
news. 

When  editors  asked 
Raspberry,  in  1966,  if  he'd  write 
the  'Potomac  Watch"  column  on 
city  affairs,  he  refused.  He  was 
convinced  to  change  his  mind. 
His  independence  of  mind  soon 
became  apparent.  He  faulted  the 
local  black  school  system  by  re- 
vealing test  results  in  math  and 
reading  that  showed  pupils  fall- 
ing steadily  behind  national 
norms,  and  he  noticed  that  Sen. 
Robert  Byrd  was  adding  seven 
welfare  investigators  to  the  city's 
84,  when  Byrd's  home  state  had 
none. 

One  colleague  said  of 
Raspberry  that  the  editors  "don't 
know  what  he's  going  to  write." 
Another  dubbed  him  as  "the 
Lone  Ranger  of  columnists." 

In  1971,  his  column 
was  moved  to  the  paper's  op-ed 
page.  Raspberry  continued  to 
comment  on  issues  of  education, 
crime,  justice,  drug  abuse  and 
housing,  but  added  a  national 
dimension.  The  column  was 
now  carried  on  the  Los  Angeles 
Times/Washington  Post  news 
wire  and  editors  around  the 
country  began  reading  it.  De- 
mand by  newspapers  to  buy  the 
column  persisted  and  in  1977, 
The  Washington  Post  Writers 
Group  decided  to  nationally  syn- 
dicate it. 

Raspberry's  column 
now  appears  in  175  newspapers. 


It  often  address  the  latest  ideas 
and  proposals  for  answers  to  so- 
cial issues:  "l  don't  enjoy  cel- 
ebrating problems.  I  talk  about 
problems  with  a  view  to  inch- 
ing toward  solutions,"  he  says. 

Georgetown  Univer- 
sity, in  honoring  him  with  a  doc- 
torate degree  in  1984,  said  that 
William  Raspberry  "through  his 
columns  in  most  of  America's 
major  newspapers,  has  made 
himself  for  millions  of  his  fel- 
low citizens  an  indispensable 
companion  in  the  search  for 
fact,  knowledge  and  wisdom, 
his  insights  invariably  sparked 
by  a  special  quality  of  con- 
science." 

Raspberry  received  in 
1 967  a  citation  of  Merit  of  Jour- 
nalism from  Lincoln  University 
for  distinction  in  improving  hu- 
man relations.  He  has  received 
several  Front  Page  Awards  from 
The  Washington/Baltimore 
Newspaper  Guild  for  interpre- 
tative reporting  and  two,  in 
1969  and  1972,  for  his  column. 

Bill  Raspberry,  52, 
grew  up  in  northeastern  Missis- 
sippi in  the  small  town  of 
Okolona,  the  son  of  school 
teachers.  His  father  is  a  lay 
reader  in  the  Episcopal  church. 
Raspberry  graduated  from  Indi- 
ana Central  College  with  a  B.S. 
in  history.  He  and  his  wife, 
Sondra,  live  with  their  three 
children  in  Washington,  D.C. 


Sunday,  February  19,  1995 


ALCOHOL  VIOLATION-  Criminal  and  J-Board 

plaints  filed  against  male  student  for  Possess! 

Opened  Container  and  for  being  a  mla4r 

AlcohoL 

FIRE  AkARM-Burnt ■food  activated  the  alarm  in  1 

Houses. 

REQUEST  FOR  POLICE-Complaints  received  of  a  car 

driving  around  squealing  its  tires  in  the  Lower  Cedar  Lot. 

Cone  upon  our  arrival. 

Monday,  February  20,  1995 

MEDICAL/RESCUE  CALL-Male  student  with  injured 
ankle  transported  to  Burbank  Hospital  by  personal  car. 
VANDALISM- Windshield  of  a  car  parked  in  the  Lower 
.  Lot  broken. 


Tuesday,  F 

OENERAT 
inPercival 
DISPERSE 

floor  baico 
below. 

Wednesday 


ry  U,  tm 


several  local  youths  jumping  from  second 
Ikway  of  Parkinson  Gym  into  snow  bank 


*rv:22v;199S:: 


rty  taken  from  Cond ike  Set* 


N-Employee  of  DAKA  reports  oh- 
ig  food  from  the  Commuter  Cafe. 
fe  prior  to  our  office  being  called, 
from  shower  activated  the  alarm  at 


LARCENY-Ofpei 

ence  Building. 

SUSPICIOUS  PE 

serving  person  st 

Person  had  left  th 

FIREALARM^St 

the  Town  Houses. 

LARCENY-Of  FSC  property  ftom  the  third  floor  of  tbe 

Hammond  Building. 

Thursday,  February  23, 1995 

FIRE  ALARM-Intentlonal  activation  of  Fire  Alarm  in 

Russell  Towers.  Investigation  ongoing. 

LARCENY-Of  personal  property  from  office  in  Perrival 

Hall. 

MEDICAL/RESCUE  CALL-Male  student  with  injured  arm 

taken  to  the  hospital  by  ambulance. 

HARASSMENT-Of  a  student  by  a  non-student  reported. 

MEDICAL/RESCUE  CALL-Female  student  f eeling  dizzy 

transported  to  Burbank  Hospital  by  cruiser. 

Friday,  February  24, 1995 

PROTECTIVE  CUSTODY-Onc  male  subject 

FIRE  ALARM-Sroofce  detector  set  off  by  burnt  popcorn  in 

the  New  Halls. 

NOISE  COMPLAINTS-Excessivc  yelling  at  the  Town 

Houses  reported. 

Saturday,  February  25, 199S 

FIRE  ALARM-Sraoke  alarm  activated  in  New  HaHs,   J- 
Board  and  criminal  complaints  to  be  filed. 
PROTECTIVE  CUSTODY-One  mate  subject 
MEDICAORESCUECALL-Femate  with  possible  broken 
ankle  transported  to  the  Hospital  via  ambulance. 
ASSIST  OTHER  POLICE  DEPARTMENT-In  attempting 
to  locate  suspectof  a  Domestic  Assault  for  Fitchburg  Police 
Department. 
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The  Strobe  needs  an  Associate  Editor 


Call  665-3647 
for  information 
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BLUES  EXPLOSION!  at  the  Middle  East 


by  Joe  Viola,  Rob  Haneisen  and 
Jason  Koivu 
Staff  writers 

Hyped  as  an  energetic, 
crazed  band  with  a  lead  singer 
that  sounded  like  Elvis  on  acid, 
the  Jon  Spencer  Blues  Explosion 
did  not  betray  their  faithful  fans 
and  those  who  were  seeing  them 
for  the  first  time  at  the  Middle 
East  in  Cambridge  on  February 
26. 

On  stage  the  band  was 
in  a  frenzy  of  activity,  spread- 
ing a  contagious  feel  that  got  the 
audience  dancing  and  swaying 
to  the  funky  beat  that  sounded 
at  times  like  it  could  have  been 
robbed  from  the  soundtrack  to 
some  old  porno  movie.  There 
was  absolutely  no  let-up  in  the 
way  they  played.  The  sound  and 


energy  from  this  trio  is  astound- 
ing. It  was  full-throttle  from  the 
get-go,  yet  there  was  nothing  re- 
petitive about  the  music.  In  fact, 
at  times  the  music  became  so 
disjointed  it  left  the  audience 
guessing  as  to  where  it  would  go 
next. 

With  veteran  grace,  the 
Blues  Explosion  moved  from 
rocking  acid  jazz,  funk,  and 
blues  with  some  70s  (60s?) 
surfer  guitar  thrown  in  for  good 
measure.  Yes,  the  sound  is  bi- 
zarre, but  it  makes  you  move. 

Their  use  of  unortho- 
dox musical  props  were  not  only 
appropriate  but  contributed  to 
their  uniqueness.  Whacked-out 
distorted  harmonica  on  'Teeling 
of  Love"  from  their  1992  self- 
titled  LP  was  definitely  one  of 
the  highlights  of  the  night.  Other 


great  moments  included 
"Sweat,"  "Brenda,"  "Afro"  and 
"Bellbottoms"  from  their  latest 
album,  Orange. 

Although  the  sound 
that  makes  up  the  Blues  Explo- 
sion can  be  broken  up  and  placed 
into  each  decade  from  the  50s  to 
the  90s,  the  music  is  not  always 
easy  to  describe  and  generally 
far  left  of  the  mainstream.  It's 
hard  to  comprehend  how  they 
come  up  with  some  of  the  stuff 
they  do.  The  fresh  and  sponta- 
neous manner  in  which  they  ex- 
ecute their  material  in  a  live  set- 
ting is  to  be  much  admired. 

The  first  opening  act, 
Quiwer  was  a  worthy  appetizer 
to  the  main  course.  This  female 
trio  rocked  hard  and  laid  down 
some  delicate  ballads,  providing 
their  fairly  short  set  with  a  solid 


Off  their  rockers! 


From  L-R  Justine  Armstrong,  Nina  Giordano  and  AJissa  Colombi  rocking  at  the  Searstown  Mall. 


by  Ruthie  Lesmerises 
Contributing  writer 

On  February  25, 1995,  a  national  sorority  at  Fitchburg  State  College,  Phi  Sigma  Sigma, 
fell  off  their  rockers  for  the  National  Kidney  Foundation  at  the  Searstown  Mall.  Sisters  rocked 
in  rocking  chairs  for  six  hours  collecting  donations. 

After  all  that  rocking,  the  sorority  raised  fifty-seven  dollars,  and  sisters  are  still  col- 
lecting from  their  sponsors  with  an  anticipated  total  of  eight  hundred  dollars  to  be  donated  to 
the  sorority's  philanthropy,  the  National  Kidney  Foundation. 

Participating  in  a  Rock-a-thon  is  a  traditional  event  for  the  national  sorority  held  an- 
nually by  well  over  one  hundred  chapters  across  the  United  States  and  in  Canada,  all  raising 
money  to  support  the  National  Kidney  Foundation.  The  money  donated  will  help  the  National 
Kidney  Foundation  promote  research,  donor  programs,  patient  and  family  support  groups,  and 
public  education  on  kidney  diseases,  of  which  women  are  disproportionately  the  victims. 


balance.  However,  their  com- 
mand of  the  audience  left  much 
to  be  desired.  The  three-and-a- 
half-foot  tall  (four  feet  with  the 
big  hair)  drummer/singer  sar- 
castically pleaded  with  the 
crowd  to  get  excited,  which  is 
something  the  music  is  sup- 
posed to  do  to  its  listeners. 
However,  even  she  lost  interest, 
and  started  to  harass  a  guy  at  the 
foot  of  the  stage  who  was  ap- 
parently being  too  "sexy"  for 
her.  If  that  sounds  strange  to 
you,  you're  not  alone. 

In  the  opinion  of  all 
three  writers  of  this  article,  the 
second  opening  band,  Cheater 
Slicks  sucked.  It  is  recom- 
mended that  you  do  everything 
in  your  power  to  miss  any  per- 
formance by  this  so-called  band 
that  you  may  have  the  misfor- 


tune to  attend.  Their  whole  set 
was  based  on  how  loud  they 
could  get  their  instruments  to 
sound.  There  was  no  sense  of 
melody  in  any  of  their  songs  and 
neither  the  guitarist  or  the  drum- 
mer had  any  success  at  singing. 
Some  singers  without  voices  can 
get  away  with  it  and  even  have 
success  because  of  it  (i.e.  Lou 
Reed  and  Neil  Young).  But  this 
is  not  the  case  with  the  members 
of  Cheater  Slicks.  It  is  also 
worthless  of  note,  that  both  gui- 
tarists appear  to  have  mastered 
a  total  of  two  chords.  With  that 
knowledge,  imagine  a  thirty-  to 
forty-minute  set  of  five  minute- 
long  songs  by  this  trio  of  middle- 
aged  geezers,  who  looked  more 
like  roadies  than  musicians.  The 
horror. . .  the  horror. 
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ACROSS 
1  Endure 
5  Ingot 
8  Rind 
12  Stock  market 

term 
14  Units 

16  Tardy 

17  Donny's  sister 

18  Ms  Adams 

19  Film  dog 

20  MacGraw  of 
films 

21  Singer  Bruce 
24  Those  who 

remit 

26  Gym  pad 

27  Departed 

28  Loathes 
32  Automaton 
34  Threefold 

36  Pod  vegetable 

37  Sikorsky  or 
Stravinsky 


38  Lacking,  funds 

39  Br.  gun 

40  Harden 

41  Make  up  for 

42  Paris'  river 

43  Early  pioneer 

45  Verve 

46  Pale 

47  Promised 
50  Illinois  capital 

55  Fit  to  a  — 

56  Algerian  port 

57  Humorist 
Bombeck 

58  Barbecue 
equipment 

60  Only 

61  Shakespearean 
king 

62  Ant.  old  style 

63  Observes 
closely 

64  Naval  rank: 
abbr. 

65  Antitoxins 
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DOWN 

1  Fernando  or 
Lorenzo 

2  —  of  Two 
Cities' 

3  Certain  lock 

4  Skater  Babilonia 

5  Dutch  colonists 

6  "The  King  — " 

7  Control 

8  Neb.  river 

9  Facility 

10  Cigar  end 

11  Thin 

13  Take  umbrage 
15  Part 

22  Before  fix  or 
date 

23  Glut 
25  Portal 

28  Terrible 

29  Season 

30  Adolescent 

31  Rational 

32  Equips  a  ship 

33  Molding 

34  Norse  god 

35  Howard  or  Ely 

38  Baseball's 
Casey  — 

39  Globule 

41  Ladd  or  Milne 

42  Certain  hammer 

44  Coils 

45  Building 
extension 

47  Boscs 

48  Moray  fisher 

49  TV  actress  — 
Burke 

50  "—  Like  It  Hot'' 

51  Quarry 

52  Unusual 

53  Gratis 

54  "—  Old 
Cowhand'' 

59  Boarding  house 
abbr. 
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Setting  the  pace  for  peers 


by  Gina  Procopio 
Staff  writer 

I  would  like  to  respond 
to  ["SGA  by-law  violated"  2/22/ 
95].  It  has  come  to  my  attention 
as  a  student  in  a  leadership  po- 
sition that  many  students  at  FSC 
are  on  academic  probation.  I  am 
required  to  have  a  GPA  of  at 
least  2.2,  along  with  other  mem- 
bers of  organizations,  including 
SGA.  A  2.2  GPA  has  been 
called  average,  although  stu- 
dents holding  positions  on  SGA 
are  supposed  to  be  above-aver- 
age students. 

I  certainly  believe  that 
grades  are  not  always  an  indica- 
tion of  the  value  of  a  person. 
However,  if  students  cannot 
maintain  at  least  a  2.2,  maybe 
they  should  look  at  how  they 
spend  their  time,  perhaps  real- 
ize that  they  are  spending  too 
much  time  with  organizations  or 
extracurricular  activities  and  fo- 
cus on  their  grades.  What  people 
don't  seem  to  remember  is  that 
we  are  students  first  and  are  here 
to  get  an  education;  everything 
else  is  secondary,  including 
sports,  clubs,  hobbies  and  lead- 
ership positions. 

Students  in  leadership 
positions  should  not  consider 


themselves  leaders  if  they  are  in 
poor  academic  standing.  These 
positions  serve  as  role  models 
for  other  students,  or  should. 
What  kind  of  example  is  a  per- 
son holding  an  elected  office  or 
other  leadership  position  setting 
when  he  or  she  cannot  maintain 
a  decent  GPA?  It  would  seem 
to  me  that  anyone  holding  such 
a  position  should  keep  grades  as 
a  top  priority. 

If  we  make  an  excep- 
tion for  this  position  on  SGA 
then  where  do  we  draw  the  line? 
Is  a  1 .9  GPA  acceptable?  A  2.2 
is  dangerously  close  to  failing 
and  maybe  we  should  even  raise 
this  considerably  low  standard. 
In  the  past,  applications  have 
been  tossed  out  during  the  first 
cut  simply  because  of  grades.  If 
people  cannot  make  the  grade, 
then  how  can  they  extend  them- 
selves through  an  office  as  well 
as  keep  up  with  school?  Persons 
of  otherwise  more  than  "poten- 
tial" ability  have  been  turned 
down  for  positions  such  as  resi- 
dent assistant  because  of  their 
grades.  We  are  students  first. 

It  is  important  to  re- 
member that  all  of  us  are  impres- 
sionable, especially  as  freshmen. 
What  kind  of  message  are  we 
sending  to  new  students  when 


role  models  or  people  in  posi- 
tions of  authority  are  on  aca- 
demic probation?  This  is  a  mes- 
sage that  all  students,  especially 
upper-classmen,  need  to  con- 
sider when  we  bend  rules  such 
as  GPA  requirements. 

I  have  been  told  that 
the  freshmen  seem  apathetic. 
Why  should  they  care  about 
anything,  especially  grades  that 
take  effort  to  earn,  when  mini- 
mum requirements  are  not  ad- 
hered to?  Maybe  the  adminis- 
tration should  look  at  their  pro- 
grams that  send  candy  bars  to 
students  on  AP  and  little  pieces 
of  paper  to  those  of  us  who  are 
on  Dean's  List.  There  are  stu- 
dents on  Dean's  List  who  work 
over  25  hours  a  week  on  top  of 
school  work  and  are  involved  in 
other  clubs  and  activities. 

I  am  sympathetic  to 
those  who  honestly  try  but  can- 
not seem  to  pass  their  classes, 
and  to  those  with  extenuating 
circumstances,  but  I  am  disap- 
pointed by  SGA  and  the  admin- 
istration. Maybe  these  students 
should  seek  help  from  the  many 
programs  offered  on  the  third 
floor  of  the  Hammond  Building. 
These  services  are  grossly  un- 
der-used, but  seem  to  be  needed 
by  a  great  number  of  students. 


KAHLOOEY    by  Blue 


mis-advisors 

by  Leo  Bray 
Strobe  staff 

A  student's  advisor  is  seen  as  his  or  her  greatest 
asset  when  choosing  courses.  Most  times,  this  perception 
h&  accurate,  but  sadly  enough,  in  some  cases  an  advisor 
can  be  your  worst  enemy.  Whether  by  accident  or  by  re- 
plating  FSC*s  guidelines  with  their  own,  some  ad  visors  teK 
students  to  take  courses  they  don't  need  to  take. 

I  don't  know  how  many  times  I've  heard  students 
complain  about  this  problem.  Ad  visors  have  the  power  to 
affect  students'  entire  academic  careers.  Some  {acuity 
members  abuse  this  power,  telling  their  advisees  to  take 


are  not  required  by  the  students' degree  program.  While 


tead  students  to  bebeve  that  these  favorite  eiecttves  are 
actually  requirements. 

Students  who  unquestioningiy  follow  such  mis- 
guided advice  often  end  up  wasting  time  in  a  course  they 
hate  and  do  not  need.  I  know  of  one  particular  advisor 
who  put  about  a  dozen  students  in  this  predicament.  A 
course  formerly  required  by  the  program  bad  been 
dropped  from  the  list  of  requirements.  A  certain  faculty 
member,  however;  disagreed  with  this  change  in  the  pro- 
gram and  thought  that  the  course  would  be  helpful  to  stu- 
dents entering  the  Held.  This  advisor  misled  many  advisees, 
tefling  them  that  this  torturous  <^urse,  which  was  outside 
the  students'  major,  was  a  requirement  Trusting  in  the 
advisor's  knowledge  of  the  program's  requirements,  they 
alt  registered  for  the  course.  The  result:  none  enjoyed  it, 
and  some  came  dose  to  failing  ft,  I've  spoken  with  alumni 
now  working  in  that  particular  field,  and  none  have  found 
any  real-world  application  for  the  knowledge  teiparted  to 
them  by  this  non-required  course. 

What  right  does  a  faculty  member  have  to  do 
something  such  as  tbjs  to  students?  None — the  require- 
ments for  any  degree  are  formed  by  experts  who  discuss 
the  relative  Issues  and  vote  courses  in  or  out  of  the  pro- 
grams. I'm  sure  that  much  debate  and  deliberation  are 
involved  in  any  changes  made  to  a  degree  program.  How 
dare  any  individual  scrap  the  established  rules  in  favor  of 
some  personal  ideal? 


to  be  the  exception,  not  the  rule.  The  faculty  seems  to  have 
as  much  trouble  as  we  do  deciphering  the  course  require- 
ments; most  mis-advising  is  unintentional.  How  can  we 
avoid  scheduling  mistakes?  Students  in  doubt  about  an 
advisor's  advice  should  double-check  with  the  registrar's 
office.  The  personnel  there  deal  with  questions  about  re- 
quirements alt  the  time.  While  they're  not  infallible  ei- 
ther, they're  more  familiar  with  the  mumbo-jumbo  of  pro- 
gram requirements. 

It's  too  bad  that  a  few  faculty  members  give  stu- 
dents cause  for  doubting  the  rest  March  29  has  been  des- 
ignated Advisor  Appreciation  Day.  Unfortunately,  some 
students  have  nothing  to  be  appreciative  of. 


JJ 


BLOOM  COUNTY 


by  Berke  Breathed 


NEVER. 


THE  STROKE 


March  ft.  1995 


The  case  of  the  suitcase  school 


by  Olivier  Beauchemin 
Staff  writer 

How  many  times  does 
it  have  to  be  said  before  some- 
one in  administration  hears  it, 
understands  and  does  some- 
thing? I  am  talking  about  the 
famous  "Fitchburg  State  is  a 
suitcase  school"  statement.  For 
those  of  you  in  administration 
who  may  not  understand  this 
statement,  let  me  clarify.  This 
statement  means  that  during  the 
weekends,  every  weekend,  FSC 
turns  into  a  ghost  town. 

Taken  from  a  business 
standpoint — and  what  is  college 
but  another  type  of  business — 
this  means  that  the  customers  of 
this  business  are  not  happy  here. 
To  the  FSC  student  who  stayson 
campus,  there  is  no  doubt  about 
the  reasoning  behind  the  deci- 
sion to  pack  up  one's  belongings 
and  head  home.  The  campus  vir- 
tually dies  and,  with  the  leftover 
food  DAKA  serves  its  faithful 
weekend  patrons,  it's  a  wonder 
that  the  students  who  stay  don't 
die  along  with  it. 

The  Edgerly  computer 
lab  closes  down,  the  Hammond 
building  runs  on  a  reduced 
weekend  schedule,  the  weekend 
programs  are  old  and  stale  or 
non-existent,  and  the  "com- 


muter" cafe  closes  down  on  Sat- 
urday. Where  is  the  logic  in  this? 
The  average  student  has  all  his 
free  time  on  the  weekends, 
which  could  be  used  for  study- 
ing, getting  that  computer  pro- 
gram done  or  relaxing  with  his 
friends,  except  for  that  one  big 
fat  fly  in  the  ointment:  all  the 
buildings  are  closed  and  locked. 
The  newly  renovated  and  costly 
"commuter"  cafe  looks  great, 


but  I'll  bet  it  would  look  better 
without  the  pullover  steel  gate 
in  front  of  it  and  with  some 
burgers  on  the  grill.  As  a  resi- 
dent student,  I  view  the  campus 
as  my  home,  and  I  hate  being 
locked  out  of  my  home,  espe- 
cially when  I  pay  so  much  for 
rent. 

I  have  visited  other 
campuses,  such  as  our  big 
brother  out  west,  UMass- 
Amherst,  and  I  have  seen  where 
the  extra  2-3  thousand  dollars  of 
yearly  tuition  shows.   It  shows 


in  a  library  that  is  open  substan- 
tially longer  and  later,  and  a 
"commuter" -type  cafe  that  is 
open  until  2  a.m.  (yes,  even  on 
the  weekends  folks).  But  this  is 
just  a  small  example  of  what  in- 
dicates a  greater  interest  in  the 
students  or  customers,  which- 
ever slant  you  choose.  I  would 
like  to  be  fair  in  my  commen- 
tary on  the  lackluster  state  of 
FSC  and  point  out  that  if  stu- 
dents were  more  involved,  there 
would  be  more  activities  with 
which  to  occupy  your  time  and 
thus  raise  the  credibility  of  FSC 
as  an  institution  of  higher  learn- 
ing. 

However,  I  believe  that 
the  ball  must  be  set  rolling  by 
those  who  hold  it,  the  adminis- 
trators and  directors.  I  am  not 
saying  that  I  approve  of  a  tuition 
increase.  Obviously  we  are  not 
UMass-Amherst.  We  do  not 
have  enrollment  or  funds  of  the 
same  scale,  but  we  do  not  have 
a  campus  of  their  scale  either,  so 
it  should  all  equal  out.  As  a  stu- 
dent, and  paying  customer,  I 
have  not  seen  this  equality  and  I 
want  to  know  why.  I  make  no 
pretense  about  my  anger  on  this 
point  and  I  invite  a  reply  to  this 
editorial  on  the  state  of  Fitchburg 
State. 


Take  home?  Take  offi 


f 


by  Leo  Bray 
Strobe  staff 

I've  been  taking  tests  in 
the  classroom  since  first  grade 
and,  strangely  enough,  I've  got- 
ten used  to  them.  Take-home 
tests  are  a  big  nuisance.  When  a 
professor  gives  the  choice  be- 
tween an  in-class  and  a  take- 
home  exam,  many  students  seem 
to  prefer  the  take-home.  While 
I  know  that  some  students  have 
good  reasons  for  wanting  to  take 
tests  at  home,  conversations  I've 
often  overheard  indicate  that 
many  are  choosing  to  simply 
because  they  haven't  done  the 
required  reading.  Students  who 
do  keep  up  with  the  reading  end 
up  paying  for  the  problems  of 
those  who  don't. 

A  test  given  in  class 
takes  an  hour  or  sometimes  two. 
The  shortest  take-home  I've  ever 
taken  took  at  least  four.  Profes- 
sors expect  that  students  will 
devote  more  time  to  a  take- 
home.  The  exams  are  graded 
accordingly;  more  time  spent 
should  produce  better  re- 
sponses— longer,  better  orga- 
nized, more  thorough.  While  not 
every  professor  is  as  fair  as  we 
might  like,  the  majority  take  into 
account  the  short  time  devoted 
to  in-class  tests  and  grade  them 
accordingly.  If  I  had  a  profes- 


sor who  expected  take-home- 
quality  responses  on  an  in-class 
exam,  I  might  ask  for  a  take- 
home,  too.  Anyone  with  such  an 
unreasonable  professor  has  my 
complete  sympathy. 

Those  who  fall  behind 
and  try  to  take  others  with  them 
have  considerably  less.  I  know 
that  many  students  must  divide 
their  attention  between  school 
and  other  concerns,  such  as  work 
or  a  family.  While  I  sympathize 
with  these  people,  the  bottom 
line  is  this:  when  they  started 
school,  they  knew  there  would 
be  reading  and  in-class  exams. 
Perhaps  students  who  consis- 
tently have  serious  problems  ful- 
filling the  requirements  of  their 
classes  should  consider  rework- 
ing their  schedules,  instead  of 
screwing  up  mine.  While  the 
professors  make  the  decisions 
concerning  the  format  of  exams, 
most  only  offer  a  take-home 
when  someone  asks  for  it. 

Few  students  can  keep 
up  with  all  of  the  reading,  in  ev- 
ery class,  all  the  time.  I  don't 
always  stick  exactly  to  the  syl- 
labi. But  I  don't  ask  any  profes- 
sor to  modify  his  or  her  method 
of  evaluation  because  of  my 
scheduling  problems.  I  don't 
make  things  more  difficult  for 
my  already  overburdened  class- 
mates.  We're  all  too  busy  al- 


ready; why  make  more  work  for 
ourselves? 

I'm  well  aware  that 
some  students  don't  perform 
well  under  pressure.  Some 
people  who  do  keep  up  with  as- 
signed readings  simply  prefer 
take-home  exams  because  of  the 
relative  lack  of  pressure.  I  have 
no  beef  with  these  students. 

I'm  just  annoyed  by 
those  who  would  prefer  a  take- 
home  test  because  they've  fallen 
behind.  The  unmonitored  test 
format  allows  such  students  to 
"cheat,"  skimming  material  they 
should' ve  already  read,  or  con- 
sulting with  a  more  up-to-date 
classmate.  Because  they  have 
days  instead  of  just  hours  to 
work  with,  students  who've 
fallen  behind  can  even  search 
out  someone  who's  taken  the 
course  before,  and  plagiarize  his 
or  her  work. 

We  all  get  flyers  in  the 
mail  periodically,  advertising 
workshops  on  things  such  as 
time  management  and  success- 
ful studying  techniques.  The 
various  student  services  offered 
at  FSC  are  all  free.  I  don't  know 
how  these  programs  are  set  up 
or  what  they  require  of  partici- 
pants, but  they  have  to  be  pref- 
erable to  inconveniencing  one's 
classmates. 


A  stud's 
secret  to 


success 

by  Bert  Pimentel 
Contributing  writer 


Loneliness.  Quite  possibly  the  most  tragic  and 
widespread  of  all  diseases  on  the  planet.  Everyone  will 
get  it  at  one  point  or  another.  It's  a  knife  that  jabs  at  you 
day  after  day  until  it  finally  cuts  the  heart  out  of  you. 
Luckily,  there  is  a  cure. 

The  main  problem  is  that  a  lot  of  people  don't 
know  how  to  meet  someone.  They're  frightened  to  go  up 
and  say  "hi"  to  somebody  because  they  don't  know  what 
to  say,  or  are  afraid  of  being  rejected.  This  is  a  far  too 
common  problem  with  college  men.  There  are  a  lot  of 
women  around  campus  and  guys  get  intimidated. 

So,  what  I've  done  is  outlined  my  own  sure-fire 
guide  to  being  cool  and  picking  up  "chicks."  Any  guy 
who  uses  this  formula,  and  adheres  to  it  like  the  Bible, 
will  soon  be  transformed  into  a  lady  slayer.  Since  most 
opportunities  will  come  at  parties,  that's  where  we  will 
focus  our  attention. 

First,  you  must  make  your  presence  known  right 
away  at  a  party.  You  do  want  the  babes  to  see  you,  don't 
you?  As  soon  as  you  walk  in  the  door  start  pounding  your 
fist  in  the  air  yelling,  "Come  on  everybody,  let's  party! 
Party!  Party!"  The  crowd  will  instantly  begin  hollering 
back  at  you.  You  probably  won't  be  able  to  understand 
what  they're  saying,  but  they're  with  you,  brother. 

Now  that  the  spotlight  is  on  you,  begin  to  circu- 
late around  the  party.  Jump  into  everyone's  conversations 
as  you  walk  by;  especially  complete  strangers.  Start 
preaching  your  philosophy  of  life  to  them.  Believe  me, 
they're  dying  to  hear  it. 

Always  be  friendly,  and  when  meeting  a  cutie, 
try  to  be  funny.  Chicks  dig  a  guy  who  can  make  them 
laugh.  Begin  blousing  your  shirt  as  if  it's  too  hot  at  the 
party  and  ask,  "Is  it  big  and  handsome  in  here  or  is  it  just 
me?"  After  that  she's  pretty  much  putty  in  your  hands. 

Do  with  her  what  you  will.  You  know,  sweet- 
talk  her.  But  don't  overdo  it.  Don't  be  afraid  to  talk  about 
her  insecurities.  For  instance,  if  she  has  a  large  gap  be- 
tween her  teeth  ask  her  how  many  credit  cards  she  can  fit 
between  them.  She'll  be  dumbfounded  by  your  boldness. 

Everyone  knows  how  much  easier  it  is  to  talk  to 
someone  you  can  relate  to.  So  as  the  conversation  moves 
on,  try  to  find  something  you  have  in  common.  It's  not  as 
hard  as  you  might  think.  "Hey,  have  you  ever  had  tape 
worm?  Wow,  me  neither."  See  what  I  mean? 

Now  that  you've  won  her  affection,  it's  time  to 
move  on  to  the  next  victim.  Completely  ignore  what  she's 
saying.  Act  bored  and  look  around  the  room  for  the  next 
lucky  winner.  Cut  her  off  with  a,  "Yeah,  yeah,  yeah,  I'll 
call  you  sometime,"  and  move  on.  You  can't  be  stuck  to 
one  broad  all  night.  After  all,  there's  work  to  be  done. 
She'll  revere  you  as  an  unattainable  goal. 

Well,  have  you  got  all  that?  I  know  you're  prob- 
ably asking  yourself,  "Come  on,  does  this  really  work?" 
Take  it  from  me.  Every  party  I  go  to  I  leave  a  room  full  of 
awestruck  admirers  in  my  wake.  Some  laugh.  Some  point 
And  some  just  plain  gawk!  The  main  thing  is  to  be  pa- 
tient. I  haven't  exactly  gotten  lucky  yet,  but  yesterday 
some  chick  asked  me  where  my  big  shoes  and  rubber  nose 
were  . . .  whatever  that  means! 
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IPircDgirams  Quods  its  fun  on  nay  mmM^ 


by  Kathy  Lavine 
Strobe  staff 

Like  a  real  -life  game 
of  Clue,  Haley  Productions  and 
Programs  Committee  presented 
"No  More  Funny  Stuff  a  mur- 
der-mystery dinner,  on  Febru- 
ary 23  in  FSC's  Union  Stop  Pub. 

While  in  character,  the 
show's  cast  mingled  with  people 
as  they  were  being  seated  and 
getting  their  dinner.  The  cast 
mixed  in  some  hints  about  the 
storyline  along  with  some  hu- 
mor. In  fact,  when  they  were  not 
acting  out  their  parts,  they  went 
from  table  to  table,  joking  with 
the  audience  and  selecting 
people  for  some  good-natured 
ribbing. 

The  story  centers 
around  the  suicide  of  Devin 
Dork,  a  stand-up  comedian. 
Similar  to  Agatha  Christie's 
book,  'Ten  Little  Indians,"  the 
dead  man  sends  letters  to  his 
closest  friends,  telling  them  to 
come  to  their  college  class  re- 
union.   The  one  who  actually 


sends  the  letter  out  is  the  mur- 
derer, who  had  been  secretly 
married  to  Devin.  The  purpose 
of  the  reunion  is  to  kill  the 
friends  for  backing  out  of  a  busi- 
ness deal  with  Devin  which  sent 
him  into  bankruptcy,  causing 
him  to  commit  suicide. 

All  guests  were  given 
a  leaflet  with  some  background 
information  on  each  suspect. 
Diana  is  a  librarian  with  a  dry 
sense  of  humor.  Alfie  is  a  sort 
of  guru  whose  spiritual  guide 
possesses  his  body  every  so  of- 
ten to  give  us  clues  about  the 
killer.  Nicole  is  a  repressed 
housewife  who  is  very  flirta- 
tious. She  even  walked  up  to 
President  Mara's  table  and  told 
him  he  had  more  testosterone 
than  any  other  man  in  the  room. 
Charles,  who  is  Nicole's  hus- 
band, is  a  conceited,  violent  and 
rude  lawyer.  Travis  is  a  stand- 
up  comedian  and  a  very  talkative 
playboy.  Rosie  is  a  character 
who  is  outgoing  and  looks, 
sounds  and  acts  amazingly  like 
Rosie  O'Donnell  with  pigtails. 


Murder  mystery  in  the  Pub 

Towards  the  end  of  the 
evening,  two  awards  were  given 
out.  First  place  went  to  Dr. 
Shirely  Wagner  for  correctly 
guessing  the  name  of  the  killer 


and  the  motive.  The  Bungling 
Award  went  to  Kerry  Smith  for 
incorrectly  guessing  one  of  the 
victims  to  be  the  killer. 


photo  by  Heather  Workman 

The  show  is  produced 
and  directed  by  Brian  Haley,  and 
written  by  Haley  Productions  of 
Somerville,  Massachusetts. 


Mud  Soup  rocks  the  Pub 


by  Olivier  Beauchemin  and  Dot 

Dacey 

Staff  writers 

Pearl  Jam,  Nirvana, 
SoundGarden,  Collective  Soul 
and  classics  such  as  Led  Zeppe- 
lin and  Boston  have  absolutely 
nothing  to  do  with  Fitchburg 
State  College.  Or  do  they? 

On  Friday  night  at  the 
Campus  Center  Pub,  the  Class 
of  1 995  sponsored  a  concert  that, 
in  the  words  of  class  President 
Kris  Theriault,  was  "designed  to 
rejuvenate  the  school."  That 
night  the  usually  calm,  dull  pub 
rocked  to  the  sounds  of  modern 
and  classic  rock  through  the  in- 
struments of  a  local  band  named 
Mud  Soup.  Members  Dean  and 


Jav  Fuetes,  James  Phelps,  Nate 
Guile  and  Kevin  Koljian  had 
only  been  playing  for  a  year 
when  approached  by  Kris  at  a 
local  club  and  asked  to  play. 

The  band  played  for  a 
good,  solid  four  hours,  belting 
out  one  tune  after  another.  The 
show  got  off  to  a  slow  start  as 
students  were  afraid  to  assume 
the  concert  attitude.  The  bassist 
of  Mud  Soup  noticed  the  "blah" 
attitude  and  pointed  out  to  the 
audience  that  "they  were  the 
ones  that  would  make  the  show." 
Minutes  after  that,  a  mosh  pit 
erupted  in  front  of  the  stage  and 
continued  until  about  1  a.m. 
through  songs  such  as  Nine  Inch 
Nails'  "Wish,"  SoundGarden's 
"Spoonman"  and  Collective 


Soul's  "Shine,"  to  name  just  a 
few. 

The  show  featured 
solely  cover  tunes,  as  the  band 
has  not  worked  on  their  own 
material.  During  the  last  set  the 
band  broke  out  into  The  Cran- 
berries' "Zombie."  Despite  the 
fact  that  Mud  Soup's  lead  vo- 
calist is  male,  one  would  be  hard 
pressed  to  tell  the  difference 
between  the  cover  and  the  real 
thing.  Mud  Soup  is  well  on  their 
way  to  being  a  successful  cover 
band  if  nothing  else.  With  ex- 
cellent musical  ability  and  an 
extremely  versatile  vocalist,  this 
was  definitely  the  best  thing  to 
hit  Fitchburg  State  College  in  a 
long  time. 


Mud  Soup  stirs  the  Pub 


photo  by  Heather  Workman 


Heads  and  eye- 
brows  mutilated 

at  Offspring  and  Quicksand 
performanc 

by  Kevin  Robertson 
Staff  writer 

MTV  punk  lords,  The  Offspring  ripped  through  a 
one-and-a-half-hour  set  at  the  Worcester  Auditorium  Feb* 
ruary  27.  They  kicked  out  a  set  which,  for  the  most  part, 
highlighted  their  latest  release,  the  multi-platinum  Smash. 


first  single  "Come  Out  and  Play"  hit  the  buzz  bin  at  MTV 
and  they  followed  Green  Day  into  the  arena  of  multi-plati- 
num punk  snecess  With "Self  Esteem.**  Both  songs  were 
heavily  highlighted  in  this  live  performance. 

The  set  was  started  with  4fBad  Habit,"  a  song  about 
a  guy  who  likes  to  shoot  people  on  the  highway  when  they 
cut  him  off.  The  majority  of  songs  they  played  were  off 
Smash,  hut  they  did  delve  into  their  library  for  older  mate' 
riaL    T" 

They  did  a  great  cover  of  the  Dtdjits  "Killboy 
Powerhead"  and  a  fantastic  version  of  "What  Happened  to 
You?*,  a  song  about  the  dangers  of  heroin.  They  also  did 
great  versions  of  "Smash,'"  "So Atone"  and ''Nitre  (Youth 
Energy)",  a  song  about  how  powerful  the  youth  of  America 
could  be.   . 

Before  they  did their  hit  song  "Self  Esteem"  they 
played  the  chorus  of  Sweater  Song"  by  Weezer.  Theyafeo 
brought  up  someone  from  the  audience  to  say  "gotta 
keep'em  separated*  when  they  did  "Come  out  and  iTay.* 

AD  in  all  it  was  a  good  fast  set  by  a  great  band. 
Dexter  Holland,  the  singer,  has  a  strong  voice  that  works 
well  with  punk  music  and  their  guitarist,  Noodles  (thatfs 
iris  name,  don't  wear  It  out)  has  found  the  secret  ingredient 
to  the  finest  surf-punk  guitar  sound  ever. 

The  opening  band.  Quicksand,  a  metal-core  outfit 
from  New  York,  played  a  twelve-song,  4S*minute  set  which 
lifted  eyebrows  all  through  the  place.  Only  talking  to  the 
audience  to  introduce  themselves,  they  went  through  the, 
at  times,  almost  psychedelic  set  smoothly  and  precisely.  The 
rhythm  section  rocked  in  a  major  way.  They  were  the  per- 
fect introduction  to  the  Offspring.  Look  for  a  review  of 
then*  album,  Manic  Compression  in  this  issueofThe  Strobe, 
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Finally,  a  good  Coffeehouse 


by  Gina  Procopio 
Staff  writer 

This  past  edition  of 
Coffeehouse,  sponsored  by  Pro- 
grams Committee,  was  one  of 
the  best  held  at  the  Pub  in  the 
past  few  years.  The  headline 
was  a  duet  featuring  Brian 
Duguay,  an  FSC  student  who 
frequently  plays  Major's  Cafe 
for  those  of  you  who  are  legal. 
And  he  was  excellent  at 
Coffehouse. 

Duguay  packed  the 
house  with  not  only  those  cof- 
fee die-hards,  but  with  all  differ- 
ent crowds  of  people,  including 
his  own  personal  fan  club  that 
bellowed  his  name  at  will.  This 
was  not  the  usual  evening  at  the 
pub  either;  namely,  very  mellow 
to  the  point  of  near  boredom. 
There  were  people  who  just 
watched  Duguay  sing  and  sang 
along  with  him.  There  were  also 
those  of  us  who  socialized  be- 


cause so  many  people  were 
there,  and  of  course  there  were 
the  regulars  with  their  coffee 
clutched  in  one  hand  and  home 
work  spread  in  front  of  them. 
Enough  about  the  crowd,  on  to 
the  music. 

The  music  of  the  night 
ranged  all  over  the  spectrum. 
There  were  originals  by  Duguay, 
and  in  between  the  usual,  includ- 
ing Van  Morrison's  "Brown 
Eyed  Girl"  and  Pink  Floyd's 
"Comfortably  Numb"  (complete 
with  audience  participation 
scream).  The  tunes  changed 
throughout  and  remained  up- 
beat. 

The  night  was  a  huge 
success.  Programs  Committee 
is  kicking  themselves  that  they 
let  everyone  in  free.  Duguay 
should  give  himself  a  pat  on  the 
back  for  drawing  the  largest 
Coffeehouse  crowd  the  Pub  has 
seen  in  quite  some  time. 


Quicksand 

MANIC  COMPRESSION 

Includes  "Deluskxial.Thom  In  My  Side"  and  "Landmine  Spring" 
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by  Joe  Viola 
Staff  writer 

rating:  *l/2 

Imagine  that 
someone  played  you 
some  songs  on  a  CD. 
that  you've  never  heard 
before,  and  after  listen- 
ing to  it,  you  debate 
whether  or  not  you  like 
it.  Well,  I  found  myself  doing  this  over  and  over  as  I  listened  to 
Manic  Compression,  which  is  the  follow-up  to  Quicksand's  1993 
release  slip. 

The  music  is  hard  and  there  are  plenty  of  those  quick, 
shifty  riffs  and  loud  bass  tones  that  are  a  staple  of  hardcore  mu- 
sic of  any  kind.  The  necessary  ingredients  are  there,  but  some- 
thing seemed  to  be  lacking. 

The  vocals  are  the  reason  this  release  is  not  as  good  as 
it  could  have  been  to  the  music.  The  lyrical  content  is  not  the 
problem,  but  the  delivery  is  repetitive.  Let  me  explain  it  this 
way;  if  Stephen  Wright  was  the  lead  singer  for  Quicksand,  he 
wouldn't  be  half  as  monotone  as  frontman  Walter  Schreifels. 
And  Stephen  Wright  would  at  least  be  funny,  even  if  he  couldn't 
sing. 

If  you  like  the  band  Tool,  you  might  see  some  compari- 
sons in  Quicksand's  style.  Schreifel's  voice  is  eerily  reminis- 
cent of  Tool's  frontman.  This  comparison  isn't  completely  fair, 
because  the  two  bands  are  worlds  apart  at  this  point. 

I  can't  say  I  dislike  Manic  Compression,  but  if  I  bought 
it  for  myself,  I'd  pray  that  I  kept  the  receipt  so  I  could  return  it. 
Let's  face  it,  musical  competence  alone  doesn't  mean  a  band 
should  be  praised  for  its  work. 


WXFL  top  ten 

1.  PJ  Harvey 
2.  The  The 
Pop  (Do  We  Not  Like  That?) 
4.  Elextrafixion 
5.  Jennifer  Try nin 
6.  Swirlblade 
7.  Siouxsic  +  the  Banshees 
8.  Poster  Children 
9.  Alex  Chilton 
10.  Kitchens  of  Distinction 


Dave  Valliere  and  Brian  Duguay  perform  at  Coffeehouse 
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The  play's  the  thing. 


•  • 


"Jeffro,"  R.,  Lawrence  Jenkins  and  Noel  Rogers  on  stage  iii  WestonT 

three  out  of  the  eleven  members 


by  Kathy  Lavine 
Strobe  staff 

Living  the  Dream,  Inc. 
.and  Nubian  Entertainment  per- 
formed the  play,  "Our  Young 
Black  Men  Are  Dying  And  No- 
body Seems  To  Care"  February 
27  in  Weston  Auditorium.  The 
ACCESS  office,  along  with  the 
President's  office,  presented  the 
play  in  celebration  of  Black  His- 
tory Month. 

The  play  depicts  the 
stories  of  several  black  male 
characters,  some  dead,  and  some 
who  could  die  any  day,  through 
poems  and  monologues.  The 
scenes  of  the  dead  characters 
included  a  16-year-old  killed  by 
his  best  friend  on  prom  night,  an 
AIDS  victim  who  was  thrown 
out  of  his  house  by  his  parents, 
and  a  man  who  was  beaten  to 
death. 

There  was  a  scene 
which  told  of  a  twenty-year-old 
man  committing  suicide  because 
it  was  Christmas  day  and  he  had 
nowhere  to  go.  The  scene  that 
really  affected  the  audience  was 
of  a  criminal  robbing  a  bank  He 
told  of  his  dreams  to  become  a 
role  model  and  to  be  someone 
important.  He  has,  in  a  sense, 
fulfilled  that  dream  because  by 
being  a  drug  dealer,  the  addicts 
see  him  as  a  god. 

The  cast  consisted  of 


of  Living  the  Dream  Inc.:  D. 
"Jeffro"  Johnson  of  Ohio,  R. 
Lawrence  Jenkins  also  from 
Ohio,  and  Noel  L.  Rogers  of 
New  York.  They  joined  the 
group  through  community  the- 
ater auditions. 

At  the  start  of  the  play, 
one  of  the  actors  walked  on 
stage  and  greeted  the  audience. 
He  told  them  that  during  inter- 
mission they  were  invited  to 
come  up  to  the  stage  where 
three  notebooks  were  placed 
and  write  the  name  of  any  per- 
son they  knew  who  had  been 
killed  by  senseless  violence. 
Out  of  an  audience  of  90  to  100 
people,  the  lists  held  a  total  of 
71  names. 

Then  after  the  show, 
the  cast  held  a  15-minute  ques- 
tion and  answer  period.  When 
asked  how  each  related  to  the 
characters  they  played,  one 
member,  Noel  Rogers,  told  the 
audience  that  he  became  in- 
volved with  crime  from  age  10. 
He  moved  on  to  drug  dealing 
and  using  by  age  18.  At  age  22, 
he  realized  that  he  needed  to  get 
some  help.  Rogers  happily 
stated  that  "it's  been  five  years 
since  I've  been  chased  by  the 
police." 

The  author,  James 
Chapman,  the  son  of  a  Baptist 
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minister  and  a  school  teacher, 
went  to  school  and  college  just 
like  a  regular  person.  At  the  age 
of  23,  Chapman  suddenly  found 
himself  living  on  the  streets  of 
Houston,  Texas.  Things  grew 
worse  and  he  started  contemplat- 
ing suicide.  It  was  at  this  time 
he  began  to  write  all  of  his  feel- 
ings down,  which  led  to  this 
play,  and  has  not  stopped  since. 
Today  he  is  34  years  old  and 
touring  the  country,  giving  mo- 
tivational speeches  at  high 
schools,  colleges  and  universi- 
ties. 

Founded  by  Chapman 
in  1988,  Living  the  Dream,  Inc. 
is  a  non-profit  organization  that 
addresses  social  issues  through 
theater  and  is  now  one  of  the 
largest  organizations  of  its  kind 
in  America.  They  perform  many 
free  shows  at  high  schools,  col- 
leges, churches  and  prisons.  To 
finance  their  tours,  they  sell 
things  for  five  or  ten  dollars.  In 
this  case  it  was  a  1995  calendar 
filled  with  Mr.  Chapman's  po- 
ems, inspirational  thoughts  and 
meditations. 

In  response  to  the  chal- 
lenge that  black  men  are  dying 
and  no  one  cares,  the  character 
of  the  criminal  held  out  a  toy  gun 
towards  the  audience  and  said, 
"You  don't  care,  until  it's  your 
turn." 
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Announcements 


SGA  ELECTIONS  will  be  held  today  and  tomorrow  in  G- 
Lobby.  Vote  on  all  positions  for  classes,  commuter's  board, 
and  SGA  executive  board  as  well  as  referendum  questions 
regarding  the  Activity  Fee  and  the  Athletic  Fee. 

Compete  for  publication  in  the  Miller  Hall  Folio.  Submis- 
sion Deadline:  17  March,  4  p.m.  Publication  Date:  Fall  1995. 
Requirements:  Fiction  should  not  exceed  ten  pages  (2,400 
words);  Poetry:  No  length  requirements.  If  your  writing  is 
accepted  for  publication,  you  will  be  asked  to  type  your 
writing  for  the  Folio  yourself.  Leave  submissions  at  the 
English  Department  or  give  to  Professor  Arnold 
Gordenstien. 

Ecumenical  retreat—open  to  all  students  at  the  Newman 
Center  on  Wednesday,  March  8,  at  4:30  p.m.Rev.  Dominic 
Roscioli  will  direct  the  conference.  He  is  from  Kenosha, 
Wisconsin  where  he  has  worked  to  rally  grassroots  support 
to  turn  a  drug  bar  into  a  community  center  for  the  men- 
tally ill  and  apartments  used  as  a  halfway  house. 

The  Affirmative  Action  Committee  is  sponsoring  its  annual 
Multicultural  Dinner  on  April  15, 1995.  We  are  soliciting 
the  campus  for  interested  recipes  for  the  dinner.  If  you 
would  like  to  share  your  dish  with  us,  please  mail  a  copy  of 
your  recipe  to  Cristina  Sosa/International  Education  Of- 
fice. 

FSC  is  accepting  applications  for  Graduate  Assistant  posi- 
tions for  the  1995-96  academic  year.  Applications  close  on 
May  15, 1994.  Contact  Linda  Winslow  at  508-665-3185  for 
more  information  regarding  the  Graduate  Assistant  Pro- 
gram Application.  Benefits  include  a  generous  stipend  and 
tuition  waivers  for  24  graduate  credits. 


Personals 


ALL  STROBE  PERSON- 

Hey Pills! 

Babar, 

ALS  CAN  BE  MAILED  TO 

What's  that  in  your  pocket??? 

You've  been  my  ace  since  I  was 

BOX   #   6705,   ALONG 

TH204 

a  little  boy  and  I  love  you  dearly. 

WITH   50   CENTS.   NO 

Anonymous 

MORE  THAN  25  WORDS. 

Jason- 

SUBJECT  TO  EDITING! 

PRIORITIES 

I  have  a  huge  crush  on  the 

R. 

Strobe's  Editor  in  Chief! 

Crazy  SWM,  20,  seeks  non- 

conformist woman,  18-21, 

Marty- 

To  Jay 

for  meaningful  relationship 

Happy  Birthday!! 

It  looked  like  animal  cruelty 

full  of  love,  joy  and  kinky 

From  the  gang 

S. 

sex.  Write  to  box  #  1374. 

No  junkies  please. 

Are  those  things  real? 

Damone, 

From  JABB 

Nice  job  opening  up  a  hole  at  the 

Happy  Birthday  Christine! 

Forrest  Gump  movie. 

From  your  roomies  in  TH 

H- 

E. 

204 

We'll  miss  you  in  Fla. 

K. 

Jam- 

Greek 

Keep  smiling!  Everything  will 

Can't  joke  anymore 

Hi  Cat! 

be  just  fine. 

K. 

Guess  what? 

Your  sister  loves  you. . . 

Frank, 

You're  right,  you  can't 

SURPRISE! 

You  had  a  great  month  in  Feb- 

D. 

ruary.  I'm  proud  of  you! 

Hey  Bethany! 

E. 

Eric 

Something    smells    in    this 

Anytime  you  need  to  play 

townhouse! 

Rosalie, 

Rummy  -let  me  know! 

Your  roomies 

We  laugh  together 

K. 

We  dance  together 

Good  luck  Pillsbury! 

We  fail  together 

Vote  for 

D 

Josef  Fitzgerald  for  SGA 

President 

2  cups  macaroni  (pinwheels  are  fun) 

1  cup  sharp  cheddar  (grated) 

1/2  stick  butter 

1  tsp  Worcestershire  (if  you  like) 


1  cup  milk 
3  tbs  flour 
1  tsp  pepper 
1  tsp  salt 


Cook  macaroni  in  5  cups  salted,  boiling  water  for  15 
minutes  or  until  al  dente.  Drain.  In  a  separate  pot,  melt 
butter  and  mix  in  flour  over  low  heat.  Then,  stir  in  milk 
until  smooth.  Add  cheese,  salt,  pepper  and  Worcestershire. 
Stir  well.  Smother  macaroni.  Serves  4. 

Note:  For  your  nutritional  convenience,  Citibank 
Classic  cards  are  accepted  at  over  12  million 
locations,  including  grocery  stores. 


MACARONI  AU  FROMAGE 

(EAT  WITH  GUSTO  FOR  ABOUT  5lj  PER  SERVING.) 
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Falcon  Spotlight:  McGinn  and  Robidoux 


by  Norman  Miller 
Strobe  staff 

Despite  the  women's 
Basketball  team's  winless  sea- 
son, there  were  two  bright  spots; 
senior  captain  Allyson  McGinn 
and  fellow  captain  junior  Becky 
Robidoux.  Both  McGinn  and 
Robidoux  helped  the  Lady  Fal- 
cons keep  most  of  the  games  re- 
spectable, not  letting  the  games 
become  blowouts. 

What  went  wrong  with 
the  season?  "We  didn't  really 
have  anyone  who  can  handle  the 
ball,"  said  McGinn.  "We  had 
guards,  but  they  weren't  point 
guards.  They  had  a  lot  of  trouble 
with  the  pressure." 

This  season  was  trou- 
bling personally  for  McGinn; 
early  on  in  the  season  she  almost 
quit  the  team.  "I  was  frustrated," 
she  said,  adding  that  she  and  a 
couple  of  her  teammates  were 
not  getting  along.  But  she  de- 
cided to  stick  it  out  "I  never  quit 
anything." 

What  does  McGinn 
predict  for  next  year's  team? 
"I'll  be  truthful,  they'll  be  okay. 


If  they  get  someone  who  would 
want  to  handle  the  ball,  they'll 
be  fine." 

McGinn  was  also  on 
the  women's  soccer  team  where 
she  earned  second  team  all- 
MASCAC  honors  this  past  sea- 
son. Her  eligibility  is  over  for 
basketball,  but  she  plans  on  play- 
ing one  more  season  on  the  soc- 
cer team. 

McGinn  grew  up  in 
Burlington,  and  she  has  been 
playing  basketball  since  the  age 
of  six  or  seven  in  various  youth 
recreation  leagues,  including  a 
traveling  team  for  the  Catholic 
Youth  Organization.  She  was 
also  a  member  of  her  high  school 
team  in  Burlington.  She  will 
graduate  next  spring  with  a  de- 
gree in  Special  Education  and 
Geography. 

Robidoux,  who  aver- 
aged 13.3  ppg  and  8.5  rbg,  thinks 
the  biggest  problem  this  season 
was  inexperience.  "We  only  had 
two  seniors  and  two  juniors,  the 
rest  of  the  people  were  under- 
classmen." 

"Hopefully,  the  coach 
will  get  some  recruits  in,"  she 


Becky  Robidoux  and  Allyson  McGinn 

said.  "The  young  people  got  a 
good  experience,  a  lot  of  play- 
ing time,  and  hopefully  we  can 
build  on  that  with  some  new  re- 
cruits." She  also  said  the  team 
has  two  big  holes  to  fill  with 
McGinn  and  fellow  Captain 
Pam  Wilkman  finishing  off  their 


College  athletes  and  violence 


CPS 

Jerry  Smith,  a  line 
backer  at  the  University  of  Wyo- 
ming in  the  mid-seventies,  re- 
members the  days  when  college 
football  players,  their  egos  fat  on 
perks  and  prestige,  did  as  they 
pleased,  unquestioned. 

"There  were  incidents, 
like  rape  and  sexual  philander- 
ing that  I  believe  came  from  the 
aggression  learned  through  the 
game.  They  are  not  teaching 
brotherhood  and  love  on  the 
playing  field;  they  are  teaching 
violence." 

But  times  are  chang- 
ing, say  athletes. 

"We're  under  scrutiny 
now,"  said  Pat  Corrcoran,  a 
guard  for  the  University  of  Colo- 
rado Golden  Buffalos. 

Concern  about  student- 
athletes,  alcohol  abuse  and 
sexual  assault  has  prompted  the 
National  Collegiate  Athletic  As- 
sociation (NCAA)  and  many 
universities  nationwide  to 
launch  programs  promoting  per- 
sonal responsibility  among  ath- 
letes. 

Still,  debate  swells 
about  whether  a  link  exists  be- 
tween male  athletes  and  vio- 
lence. Does  organized  athletics 
encourage  sexist,  abusive  ten- 
dencies? Is  a  male  athlete  more 
likely  to  abuse  his  girlfriend  or 
wife  than  a  non-athlete?  Or  does 
student-athletes'  celebrity  status 
only  mean  that  any  assault  in- 
volving an  athlete  is  more  apt  to 
make  the  front  page? 

"When  something  hap- 


pens, the  media  blows  it  up," 
Corrcoran  said.  "If  a  regular  stu- 
dent did  it,  it  would  be  on  the 
back  page." 

Several  studies  show  a 
connection  between  athletes  and 
violence,  but  even  the  research- 
ers behind  the  data  are  cautious. 
Todd  Crosset,  assistant  profes- 
sor of  sports  management  at  the 
University  of  Massachusetts 
Amherst,  led  the  recent  study 
looking  at  sports  and  crime  at  30 
Division  I  universities.  Crosset 
said  if  someone  asked  him  if  ath- 
letes are  more  prone  to  sexual 
assault,  he'd  say  no.  But  his 
study  indicates  a  correlation. 

Crosset  and  two  other 
researchers  Jeffrey  Benedict,  a 
graduate  student  at  Northeastern 
University  and  Mark  McDonald, 
an  instructor  in  sports  manage- 
ment at  the  University  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, examined  187  cases 
of  sexual  assault,  which  included 
all  reports  of  rape,  attempted 
rape,  unwanted  touching  or  use 
of  threats  or  intimidation  to  gain 
a  sexual  advantage. 

At  the  10  schools 
where  researchers  examined  ju- 
dicial affairs  proceedings,  ath- 
letes were  more  likely  to  be  re- 
ported for  sexual  assault  or  in- 
timidation. Records  of  campus 
proceedings  showed  student- 
athletes  at  these  universities 
made  up  19  percent  of  men 
charged  with  sexual  misconduct, 
yet  represented  only  3.3  percent 
of  the  male  population. 

At  the  20  colleges 
where  researchers  examined 
campus  police  reports,  such  a 


correlation  was  less  evident. 

"Reports  to  campus 
police  found  no  difference  be- 
tween the  groups,"  said  Crosset. 

Other  studies  show  an 
elevated  assault  rate  among 
players  in  the  "revenue-produc- 
ing" sports  of  football  and  bas- 
ketball. But  none  are  vast  in 
scope  or  rock-solid  in  conclu- 
sion. 

"Our  sample  is  only  a 
slither,"  Rosset  said.  "Only  12 
percent  of  women  who  are  sexu- 
ally assaulted  report  it." 

University  of  Arizona 
psychologist  Mary  Koss  and 
colleague  John  A.  Gains  sur- 
veyed 530  college  males,  look- 
ing for  factors  that  popped  up  in 
students  showing  a  high  ten- 
dency toward  sexual  aggression. 

Crosset  said  his  own 
study  means,  "we  have  a  prob- 
lem. It  sends  a  wake-up  call  to 
administrators  across  the  coun- 
try." 

Recently  the  academic 
community  has  responded  with 
special  programs  and  books  ad- 
dressed at  student-athletes.  At 
the  University  of  Maine,  Ath- 
letes for  Sexual  Responsibility 
was  founded  six  years  ago.  Di- 
rector Sandra  Caron  said  she 
doesn't  see  athletes  so  much  as 
the  problem  as  one  key  to  the 
solution.  She  recruited  students 
from  the  school's  athletic  teams 
to  relay  an  anti-rape  message  to 
other  students  through  skits  and 
lectures.  "I  wanted  to  capitalize 
on  the  high  visibility  of  athletes" 
she  said. 


careers  this  season. 

She  has  been  playing 
organized  basketball  since  she 
was  in  the  fourth  grade,  and  she 
played  on  her  high  school  team 
in  Ware.  She  majors  in  Special 
Education  and  General  Studies 
and  when  she  graduates  she 

Profile  cont. 

Amherst  because  it  was  smaller 
and  closer  to  home.  "Tina  and 
I  were  not  going  to  room  to- 
gether initially,  but  decided  to 
soon  after  our  first  semester 
started,"  said  White.  "We  were 
in  the  residence  halls  for  a  year 
and  a  half  before  getting  an 
apartment  off  campus.  We  have 
roomed  together  ever  since, 
though  always  with  other  track 
people." 

"Before  I  came  here  I 
didn't  think  I  would  run  track 
in  college.  Through  Tina,  I  met 
others  on  the  track  team  and 
started  to  run  with  them.  I  did 
not  run  cross  country  that  first 
fall,  but  joined  the  indoor  team 
in  the  winter,"  said  White,  who 
came  in  second  at  the 
MASCAC  cross  country  meet 
this  fall.  "Fitchburg  State  is  a 
Division  IJJ  school  which  has 
some  excellent  competition,  but 
does  not  have  scholarship  run- 
ners so  there  is  not  too  much 
pressure.  I  am  glad  to  have  been 
able  to  compete  and  make  my- 
self a  better  runner." 

Rouine  has  run  every 
cross  country  and  track  season 
except  indoors  last  winter  due 
to  a  shin  injury.  "We  have  not 
really  had  a  rivalry  with  each 
other  because,  for  the  most  part, 
we  only  run  head  to  head  in 
cross  country,"  said  Rouine. 
"The  first  three  years  of  college 
I  would  usually  finish  ahead  [of 
White],  but  last  fall  Coreen  im- 
proved so  much  that  she  was  the 
top  runner  on  the  team.  At  first 
it  was  hard  to  get  used  to,  but 
she  deserved  her  success  be- 
cause she  really  worked  hard." 

Part  of  that  hard  work 
is  inherent  inside  each  of  these 
runners  and  part  comes  from  the 
city  of  Fitchburg  itself.  "In  col- 
lege you  need  to  be  self-disci- 


photo  by  Norman  Miller 

would  like  to  find  some  work 
coaching  as  well  as  teaching. 

Next  issue  of  The 
Strobe  will  feature  player  pro- 
files on  four  more  players,  two 
from  men's  basketball  and  two 
from  the  hockey  team. 

from  pg  12 

plined  in  training.  If  you  miss 
practice,  you  are  only  hurting 
yourself  because  someone  else 
is  doing  the  work  and  will  run 
right  by  you,"  said  White. 

"Fitchburg  is  the  sec- 
ond hilliest  city  in  the  country, 
so  it  is  a  great  place  to  train,  es- 
pecially for  cross  country,"  said 
Rouine.  'It  has  a  wide  variety 
of  terrain.  Also,  some  of  the 
people  in  the  city  see  us  running 
all  the  time  and  are  very  encour- 
aging." 

Perhaps  a  reason  for 
their  success  is  that  they  have 
much  in  common,  but  not  too 
much.  Rouine  runs  more  middle 
distance  events,  whereas  White 
concentrates  on  longer  dis- 
tances. Rouine  majors  in  human 
services  and  White  is  double 
majoring  in  marketing  and  eco- 
nomics. Oddly  enough,  in  four 
years  they  have  only  had  one 
class  together. 

They  will  both  walk 
through  graduation  this  May 
with  diplomas  in  hand  and  many 
fond  memories  to  share. 
"Fitchburg  State  has  been  great 
for  me,"  said  Rouine.  "I  am 
working  my  internship  now  and 
love  it.  I  can  see  all  I  have 
learned  in  my  classes  and  can 
apply  it.  My  professors  have 
made  the  classes  interesting  be- 
cause they  share  their  experi- 
ences in  the  human  services 
field.  What  they  share  helps  you 
to  relate  what  you  leam  in  the 
books  to  real  life." 

White  is  grateful  for 
her  collegiate  experience,  but 
shows  it  in  a  different  light,  "I 
am  glad  I  was  able  to  go  away 
to  college  because  I  met  so  many 
different  kinds  of  people.  It  has 
certainly  expanded  my  horizons 
to  see  people  from  different 
walks  of  life." 
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Rouine  and  White  keep  running  together 


by  Dave  Marsh 

Sports  Information  Director 

How  many  miles  have 
they  run  together?  Too  many  to 
estimate,  really.  Let's  just  say 
they  have  racked  up  some  seri- 
ous frequent  runner  miles. 

Fitchburg  State  seniors 
Tina  Rouine  and  Coreen  White 
have  been  running  side  by  side 
ever  since  the  fifth  grade.  That 
year  the  Rouine  family  moved 
to  Town  Farm  Lane  in  North 
Billerica,  just  down  the  street 
from  the  Whites.  Within  days 
they  were  best  friends. 

They  went  on  to  star  in 
track  at  Billerica  High  School, 
then  both  enrolled  at  FSC  four 
years  ago.  Not  only  have  they 
been  teammates  the  last  four 
years,  but  roommates  as  well. 

As  each  has  encour- 
aged and  pushed  each  other, 
each  has  enjoyed  much  success 
on  the  track.  Both  White  and 
Rouine  have  made  the  Massa- 
chusetts State  College  Athletic 
Conference  (MASCAC)  All- 
Conference  team  in  cross  coun- 
try the  past  three  seasons;  also, 
they  have  led  Fitchburg  State  to 
two  consecutive  MASCAC 
cross  country  championships. 

In  track,  White  has 
won  the  last  two  MASCAC  titles 
in  the  3000  meters.  Rouine  won 


Tina  Rouine 


the  3000  meters  as  a  freshman 
and  has  a  5000-meter  MASCAC 
championship  to  her  credit.  Last 
weekend  she  earned  All-New 
England  honors  in  the  indoor 
1000  meters,  finishing  sixth. 
During  their  freshman  year  the 
pair  formed  half  of  the  4  x  800- 
meter  relay  team  which  earned 
All-ECAC  honors. 

Last  spring  the  Falcons 
were  shooting  for  their  fourth 
straight  MASCAC  Champion- 
ship in  outdoor  track.  In  the  sec- 
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ond  to  last  event,  the  3000 
meters,  down  by  a  point  to 
Westfield  State,  White  and 
Rouine  finished  1-2  to  vault 
Fitchburg  State  to  the  champi- 
onship. 

This  past  fall  White 
and  Rouine  served  as  co-cap- 
tains of  the  Falcon  cross  coun- 
try team.  As  juniors,  and  now 
as  seniors,  they  are  captains  of 
the  track  team. 

The  foundation  of 
their  success  began  about  a 


dozen  years  ago.  White  and 
Rouine  started  running  together 
at  the  Hershey  Track  meets  dur- 
ing the  summers  before  joining 
the  cross  country  and  track 
teams  at  Billerica  High. 

In  high  school,  they  ran 
distance  events  and  on  the  4  x 
400  relay  team  which  set  fresh- 
man and  sophmore  records. 
They  led  BHS  to  three  straight 
Merrimack  Valley  Conference 
championships,  making  the  All- 
State  meet  as  individuals  each 


Kicza  wins  ECAC  high 
jump  championship 


FSC  Press  Release 


This  has  been  the  win- 
ter of  contest  for  Fitchburg  State 
indoor  track  stars  Anne  Marie 
Kicza  (Fitchburg,  MA)  and 
Wendy  Gagliani  (Medway, 
MA). 

Kicza,  a  sophomore, 
had  her  best  performance  of  the 
season  on  Saturday  in  the  ECAC 
championships.  Clearing  5 '3  1/ 
4,  Kicza  won  the  ECAC  cham- 
pionship in  the  high  jumps  for 
the  Falcons.  Two  weekends  ago 
she  leaped  5'3  to  finish  second 
at  the  New  England  Champion- 
ship-earning All-New  England 
honors. 

Gagliani  also  had  a 


strong  showing  at  the  ECAC's, 
finishing  sixth  in  the  400  meters. 
The  junior  ran  a  60.25  to  earn 
All-ECAC  honors.  Gagliani  had 
a  tough  outing  in  her  best  event, 
the  55-meter  hurdles,  finishing 
ninth.  She  is  a  provisional  quali- 
fier for  the  NCAA  Champion- 
ships in  that  event,  and  will  learn 
Monday  night  whether  or  not 
she  qualifies. 

Freshman  Katie  Brace 
(Stow,  MA)  had  her  season's 
best  effort  in  the  400  meters,  fin- 
ishing thirteenth  at  62.43.  Se- 
nior Tina  Rouine  (Billerica,  MA) 
was  twelfth  in  the  800  meters, 
running  at  2:25.93. 

As  a  team,  the  Falcons 
had  eleven  points,  finishing 
eighteenth  out  of  38  teams. 


Hockey  continued  from  page  1 

The  Falcons  are  now  22-5  on  the  season  after  finish- 
ing first  in  the  ECAC  North  with  a  perfect  16-0  record.  The 
win  total  ties  the  school  record,  set  in  1987-88  when  the  Fal- 
cons won  their  first  ECAC  North  title  with  a  22-6-1  mark. 
Head  coach  Dean  Fuller  now  has  202  wins  (against  87  losses) 
in  his  eleven  years  at  the  helm. 

Fitchburg  State  and  UMD  have  been  the  two  power 
programs  in  the  ECAC  N/C/S  for  over  a  decade.  In  10  of  the 
last  eleven  years  one  of  these  two  schools  has  brought  home  a 
championship,  with  each  winning  five.  The  ECAC  N/C/S 
championship  game  has  been  played  twice-each  school  win- 
ning once. 

FSC  and  UMD  have  met  in  the  playoffs  five  times, 
with  the  Corsairs  holding  a  3-2  edge,  with  the  home  team  win- 
ning each  time.  In  the  past  ten  years,  FSC  holds  a  slim  8-7 
edge  in  the  15  times  the  two  schools  have  played.  In  those  15 
games,  the  cumulative  score  is  55-55. 

This  season  UMD  snapped  the  Falcons  six-game  win- 
ning streak  in  the  rivalry,  5-2,  thereby  earning  the  top  seeding 
in  the  tournament. 
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year. 

It  was  then  onto  col- 
lege, though  Rouine's  original 
intention  was  not  to  go  to 
Fitchburg  State  together.  "I  was 
going  to  go  to  Regis 
College, "said  Rouine,  "but 
changed  my  mind  basically  at 
the  last  minute  primarily  be- 
cause Fitchburg  State  had  a  good 
track  team." 

White,    meanwhile, 

chose  FSC  early  on  over  UMass- 
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Directions  to 

UMASS 
Dartmouth 

Fitchburg  State  College  VS 

UMass-Dartmouth  in  the 

ECAC  North/Central/South 

Championships. 

Take  495  South  to  24 
South  to  195  East  to  Route  140 
South.  Follow  140  South  to  its 
end  at  Route  6.  Turn  left  onto 
Route  6.  Follow  until  set  of 
lights,  turning  left  onto  Rockdale 
Ave.  After  a  quarter  mile  bear 
right  onto  Hathaway  Blvd. 
Hetland  Rink  is  on  the  right. 


Fan  Bus  Heading  To  UMass-Dartmouth 


The  Student  Govern- 
ment Association  is  sponsoring 
a  fan  bus  which  will  head  to  the 
hockey  Champion- 
ship game  on 
Wednesday. 
The  bus  will 
be  leaving  the 
campus     at 
5:00       pm 


Wednesday  evening.  Sign  up  in 
the  SGA  office-first  come,  first 
serve.  No  alcohol  is  allowed  on 


the  bus.  UMass-Dartmouth  po- 
lice will  be  monitoring  specta- 
tors coming  into  Hetland  Rink 
on  Wednesday.  They  will  not  al- 
low any  intoxicated  persons  into 
the  rink. 

Tickets  are  just  $2.00 
for  the  game,  and  may  be 
purchased  at  Hetland  Rink 
the  night  of  the  game. 


